Resources for Conducting House History Research, with a Focus on Boston 
You are welcome to contact the Jamaica Plain Historical Society if you need help navigating 
these resources! 


Surveys of Historic Buildings 


Massachusetts Cultural Resources Information System (MACRIS) 
https://mhc-macris.net/#! 


Maps 


Jamaica Plain Historical Society 





Boston Public Library: Norman B. Leventhal Map and Education Center 
https://www.leventhalmap.org/collections/digital-collections 


Historic Map Works 
http://www.historicmapworks.com 


Deeds 


Norfolk County Registry of Deeds 

(For Jamaica Plain deeds, search under “Roxbury” prior to 1851, or “West Roxbury” for 
1851-1873) 

https://www.norfolkdeeds.org/research/begin-online-research 


Suffolk Registry of Deeds 

(Jamaica Plain deeds from 1874 and after. You will first need to visit the Registry in person to 
find the book and page numbers for the deeds within the Grantor and Grantee Books, but then 
you can view the deeds online at home.) 

https://massrods.com/suffolk 


Architecture, Books 





A Field Guide to American Houses: The Definitive Guide to Identifying and Understanding 
America’s Domestic Architecture 

by Virginia Savage McAlester 

Alfred A. Knoff, New York, 2017 


American House Styles: A Concise Guide 
by John Milnes Baker, A.I.A. 

W.W. Norton & Company 

New York and London, 2002 


Boston Streets, History of Each Street’s Development 


A Record of the Streets, Alleys, Places, etc. in the City of Boston. 
https://www.google.com/books/edition/A Record of the Streets Alleys Places Et/MOpIAAA 
AMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&printsec=frontcover#v=onepage&q&f=false 


Building Permits, Plans, and Blueprints 





Building plans and blueprints: Boston City Archives 
https://www.boston.gov/departments/archives-and-records-management 


Written Histories 


Jamaica Plain Historical Society 
https://www.jphs.or 


Google Books 
https://books.google.com 


And just a general internet search! And, of course, the library! 


City Directories 


Boston directories: Boston Public Library 
https://guides.bpl.org/c.php?g=564300&p=3889759 


Genealogy 


Boston Public Library, Genealogy from Home! 
Includes Ancestry Library Edition (a free resource with your BPL library card) 
https://www.bpl.org/blogs/post/genealogy-from-home 


New England Historic Genealogical Society 
https://www.americanancestors.org/about/Vvisit 


Newspaper Articles 


Newspapers.com 
https://www.newspapers.com 


Boston Public Library 
(Scroll down to the Historical Newspapers section) 
https://www.bpl.org/resources-types/newspapers 


Photographs, Prints, Art, and Ephemera 


Start by searching online collections, but many more documents will be available to view on-site 
at the last three archives/historical societies listed below; not all historical records are digitized 
and made available online. 


Digital Commonwealth 
https://www.digitalcommonwealth.org/institutions/commonwealth:sf268508b 


Boston City Archives Flickr Account 
hitos://www.flickrcom/photos/cityofbostonarchives 


City of Boston Archives 
https://archives.cityofboston.gov 


Massachusetts Historical Society 
https://www.masshist.or 


Historic New England 
httos://www.historicnewengland.org/explore/library-archives 


